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TEST PAPER 5 
10th BOARD 

TERM 2  
ENGLISH – Language and Literature 

 [10.04.2022] 
 
Time: 2 Hours     Max. Marks : 40 

 
 
General Instructions: 
1. The Question Paper contains THREE sections-READING, WRITING & GRAMMAR and 

LITERATURE. 
2. Attempt questions based on specific instructions for each part. 
  

SECTION – A [READING] 
 

1. Read the passage carefully: 
 

An Allergy Alert at the Start of Summer 
 Like all bad news and the common cold, allergies can pop up when you least expect them. I 

suddenly developed an allergy to crocin (paracetamol) some years ago after having it all my life 
to treat everything from headaches to fever and toothache. A seafood-loving friend found 
himself unable to breathe after having Thai food for dinner. After undergoing a battery of 
expensive tests, he was told the chest tightness was not caused by a heart attack but by an 
allergy to shellfish, something he ate once a week and had never reacted to before. 

 A stuffed or drippy nose, frequent sneezing, an itchy throat, rash, sinus, ear pain, difficulty in 
breathing, stomach cramps and itchy, red or watery eyes are some of the common symptoms 
of an allergic reaction. Pollen, dust, polluted outdoor air and indoor pollutants such as dust 
mites, animal dander, cigarette smoke and mould are among the common environmental 
pollutants, while other triggers include medicines, paint and chemicals in cleaners and 
cosmetics such as hair colour and skin creams. Among foods, eight allergens account for almost 
90% of food allergies: milk, soy, wheat, egg, peanut, tree nuts, fish, and shellfish. 

 Most of us wrongly believe that people with allergies are either born with the condition or 
develop identifiable symptoms in early childhood. You couldn’t be more wrong. An allergy can 
occur at any time in your life and experts say its prevalence among adults is rising. While most 
people who develop allergies as adults have experienced some allergic reaction—either to the 
same or an unrelated trigger before—a few have no history of sensitivity. 

 In an acute immune reaction, the allergy trigger may be one, but the symptom is usually 
caused by a combination of factors. Stress, a sterile environment that prevents the body from 
developing robust natural immunity and lifestyle-induced changes in the body’s hormonal 
balance are thought to be some triggers. This is borne out by clinical evidence that shows that 
women are more likely to develop allergies at puberty, after pregnancy and at menopause, all 
of which point to hormonal causes. 
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 Of course, avoiding the allergy trigger and taking an anti-allergy medication as soon as you can, 
after exposure to an allergen is the best possible protection. Since pollen levels generally peak 
in the morning, people with airway sensitivity and asthma should postpone outdoor exercises to 
later in the day or stick to exercising indoors as deeper and more rapid breathing induced by 
aerobic exercise causes more pollen and dust being inhaled, which can wreck your airways and 
lungs. Since air pollutants tend to cling to clothes and hair, changing your clothes when you 
come home or washing your hair before going to bed lowers exposure. 

 Allergies in adults can be treated using some anti-allergic medicines. For those who do not 
respond to the standard treatment, there’s always the option of a series of allergy shots to help 
the immune system to build up a tolerance to the allergy. In most cases, though, identifying 
and avoiding the allergen is enough to stay free of trouble. 

 

 Based on your understanding of the passage, answer ANY FIVE questions in about  
30-40 words from the six given below:  [1×5 = 5]  

 (i) What are the common symptoms of an allergic reaction? 

 (ii)  What are among the common environmental pollutants? 

 (iii)  What is an acute immune reaction? 

 (iv)  How can you prevent/treat yourself from getting allergies? 

 (v)  When can an allergy occur? 

 (vi)  When are women more likely to develop allergies? 

 
2. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 

 Cataract is the major cause of blindness, which is also caused by a damage to the cornea. It 
occurs more often in old age. As one starts growing old, the lens of the eye hardens, loses its 
transparency and becomes opaque. It obstructs the light rays from entering the eye. 

 The onset of cataract blurs the vision. Sometimes, the cataract patient sees multiple images 
instead of a single object image. Because of the gradual development of cataract, the afflicted 
person loses his/her vision and the world becomes dark to him/her. 

 The development of cataract is a complex process. However, the following factors can be 
attributed to its formation. Cataract generally develops in old age but sometimes, children are 
born with cataract because of hereditary defect. Eye injuries too, can cause cataracts. 

 People exposed to sun rays for longer periods develop cataract earlier than others. Researchers 
opine that the smoke inhaled while smoking carries substances internally damaging the eyes. 

 Ultraviolet radiation, invisible to the human eye, is linked to skin cancer. The victim loses vision 
and the world becomes dark to him. 

 On the basis of understanding of the above passage, answer ANY FIVE questions from 
the six given below:   [1×5 = 5]  

 (i) What is the major cause of blindness? 

 (ii)  How does cataract affect its victim ultimately? 

 (iii) How does one detect cataract in early stages? 

 (iv)  Give any two factors which are responsible for the formation of cataract. 

 (v)  Which type of cancer is caused by ultraviolet radiation? 

 (vi)  How is smoking responsible for the development of cataract? 
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SECTION – B  [WRITING AND GRAMMAR] 

3. Attempt ANY ONE from i and ii. 
(i) The following table shows details about the internet activities for six categories for different age 

groups. Write an analytical paragraph for the table given in around 150-200 words. [5] 
 

Internet Activities by Age Group 
 

Age Group 
Activity% Teens 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70+ 
Get News 76 73 76 75 71 74 70 
Online 
Games 81 54 37 29 25 25 32 

Downloads 52 46 27 15 13 8 6 
Product 
Research 0 79 80 83 79 74 70 

Buying a 
product 43 68 69 68 67 65 41 

Searching 
for People 5 31 23 23 24 29 27 

 
OR 

 

ii. Read the following advertisement for products using solar energy. 
 Solar Power Systems for A Greener India.   
 • Excellent Offers 
 • Solar Cookers 
 • Solar Lanterns 
 • Solar Heating/Cooking Systems 
 • Solar Water Heater 
 Raj Solar Sales and Service 45-Panchkwan Road New Delhi 
 
 Write a letter to the editor of an English daily, making a plea to the common people to switch 

over to solar energy to conserve electricity and limit electricity bills.  [5] 
  
 
4. The following paragraph has not been edited. There is one error in each line. Identify the error 

and write its correction against the correct blank number. Remember to underline the 
correction. The first one has been done for you. [1×3] 

        Error Correction  
 (a) There was a King. He used to ask three question ______ ______ 

 (b) of all the people who came to him. The  ______ ______ 

 (c) first question is: Who is the best of all humans? ______ ______ 

5. Read the following conversation and complete the passage that follows.  [1×2=2] 
 

Peter:  I don't feel well today. 
Reyan: What can I help you, sir? 
Peter:  Can you take me to the doctor? 
Rakesh: Yes Sir. 

 
 Peter told the Rayan that he did not feel well that day Reyan asked respectfully  

(a) ____________ Peter asked the Reyan (b) ______________ Peter replied in the affirmative. 
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SECTION – C [LITERATURE] 
 

6. Answer ANY SIX questions in 30-40 words each.   [2×6=12] 

(i) What is the significance of the Buddha’s request for a handful of mustard seeds and the addition 
of a condition to it? 

(ii) Why has the poet used the exclamation mark after Amanda? What idea do you form of her 
through the poem? 

(iii) What does the poet mean by,”Not one is respectable or unhappy over the whole Earth” in the 
poem ‘Animals’? 

(iv) How did Valli develop longing for the bus ride? Write the full name of Valli and the real name of 
the writer? 

(v) Why did Lutkins pretend to be the bill Magnuson? 

(vi) What effect does the weeping and grieving have on us? 

(vii) How did Richard Ebright’s mother perform her duties? 

 

7. Answer ANY TWO questions in about 120 words each.   [4×2=8] 

(i) How did Ebright’s not winning anything at the science fair motivate him to become a bright 
scientist? 

(ii) ‘Bholi’ chose a dignified life of service rather than surrendering herself to a greedy old man for 
the rest of her life”. 

 Explain the role of education in shaping the life of a child with respect to the lesson ‘Bholi’. 

(iii) ‘Appearances are often deceptive’. Comment on the statement in the light of your reading of 
the story ‘The Hack Driver’. 

(iv) The principle ‘forgive and forget’ helps a lot in maintaining cordial relations with people around 
us. Do you think that ‘Anton Pavlovich Chekov’ conveys this message in ‘The Proposal’? 

 


